
West Sussex County Council

Urgent Action

The following decision has been taken under the urgent action procedure by the 
Director of Law and Assurance, in consultation with the Chairman of the Governance 

Committee.

Decision Title Corporate Parenting Panel Terms of Reference
Officer responsible for 
Decision

Tony Kershaw - Director of Law and Assurance

Committee Governance Committee
Decision published 27 March 2019
Electoral Divisions All Divisions
Purpose New terms of reference for the Corporate Parenting Panel 

are proposed in order to deliver a more outward-focused 
Panel and to ensure that the voice of the child is central to 
all its work.  It is recommended that new terms of 
reference be agreed by the County Council as soon as 
possible, to ensure the best outcomes are being achieved 
for children looked after and care leavers in West Sussex 
at the earliest opportunity.  The key change is the 
proposal to widen the membership to become a multi-
agency advisory panel, with members including a 
representative of Independent Reviewing Officers, a 
Foster Carer, Chairman or Vice Chairman of the West 
Sussex Foster Carer Association, a member of the 
Children in Care Council and a Care Leaver. These 
changes will be reviewed in six months and during this 
time it is proposed that there is consultation with the 
Children in Care Council to seek its views on how the 
Panel operates.

The Director of Law and Assurance has therefore used his 
powers under Standing Order 3.45(d), in consultation with 
the Chairman of the Governance Committee, to take the 
decision set out below.

Decision That the new terms of reference and membership of the 
Corporate Parenting Panel be endorsed for 
recommendation to the County Council on 5 April 2019.

Interest and nature of 
interest declared

None

Reason for urgency To ensure the new terms of reference can be agreed as 
soon as possible without waiting for the next meeting of 
the Committee.

Service Contact Helen Kenny, Head of Democratic Services - Tel: 033 022 
22532

Democratic Services 
Contact

Clare Jones Tel: 033 022 22526

Background Papers See report for details


